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Heads       some   of the  Indian   tribes   on   the   north-west   coast  of
mouidfdL America   artificially   mould   the   heads   of   their  children
a mark of into   the   shape   of  a   wedge   or   a   sugar-loaf  by   com-
hig ran . pressjng them between boards ; some of them regard such
heads as a personal beauty, others as a mark of high birth.1
For   instance,  "the   practice   among  some of the   Salish
seems to have had a definite social, as well as aesthetic,
significance.    There appear to have been recognised degrees
of contortion   marking the social status of the individual.
For example slaves, of which the Salish kept considerable
numbers, were prohibited from deforming the heads of their
children  at  all,  consequently  a  normal, undeformed head
was the sign and badge of servitude.     And in the case of
the base-born of the tribes the heads of their children were
customarily but slightly deformed, while the heads of the
children born of wealthy or noble persons, and particularly
those of chiefs, were severely and excessively deformed." 2
Among the        Among  the Bororos of Brazil at the present day the
title to chieftaincy is neither corpulence nor an egg-shaped

singers are head, but the possession of a fine musical ear and a rich
baritone, bass, or tenor voice. The best singer, in fact,
becomes the chief. There is no other way to supreme
power but this. Hence in the education of the Bororo
youth the main thing is to train, not their minds, but their
voices, for the best of the tuneful quire will certainly be
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head in the  better  classes  shows  an      180.
extraordinary increase in length, which
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the Sources of the  Missouri^ ch.  23,     into  a   cone   by means  of bandages

vol. ii. 327 sq.  (reprinted at London,     applied in infancy is observed by the
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Sproat, Scenes and Studies of Savage    Jakre in der Siidsee (Stuttgart, 1907),

Life> pp. 28-30;   H.   H.   Bancroft,      pp. 204-206.